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|dentity to Tokyo
Kotaro Takemura Ph.D.

Secretary General of Japan Water Forum
In1603, Tokugawa leyasu established a shogunate in Edo. Edo at that
time was a miserable place. To the west was barren Musashino—dai,
which had no water, and to the east was a tidal flat where seawater
flowed backwards. The construction of the city of Edo has begun.
2.People carved out the mountains of Kanda and reclaimed the
wetlands. A dam was built at Toranomon to store water. They built the
Nippon Embankment to protect Edo from flood damage. They built
Nippon Bridge and maintained the major ways leading to Edo. Canals
were laid throughout the city, and waterworks were also constructed.
3.All of the construction of the city of Edo was undertaken by feudal
lords from all over the country. The fact that it was built by daimyo



from all over the country meant that it was built by Japanese people
from all over the country. Edo was a city built by Japanese people from
all over the country.

4.In the Meiji era, young people from all over the country flocked to
Tokyo without hesitation. Edo was a city built by their grandfather, their
great grandfather. This is because Tokyo was the city of identity for
Japanese people across the country.

5.Where exactly is the identity of the people of Tokyo today? Identity is
love for the city we live in. Tokyo Tower? A group of buildings being
constructed one after another? Crowds in Shinjuku? The school they
graduated from? An alley bar behind the train station?

This symposium may be a milestone in the search for identity for the
people of Tokyo.



