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Towards Riverine Well-being
Motoko Mitsui, Director

Japan River Association

The Arakawa Floodway is a river created by humans in response to the devastating flood of
1910. Over a period of 19 years, a wide river, approximately 500-meters wide, was
excavated over a span of 22 kilometers, replacing the towns and rice fields that previously
occupied the land. In 1924, thirteen years after construction began, the ceremony for the
opening of the lwabuchi Floodgate took place, allowing the rushing waters from the upper
reaches of the Arakawa River to flow into this artificial waterway. Imagine the joy of the
people liberated from the constant threat of floods.

By the summer of 1930, just five years later, there were over twelve swimming spots along
the floodway. People of all skill levels enjoyed swimming in the river, participating in
activities ranging from cold-water swimming to long-distance swimming competitions.
Looking at the photos from that time, it appears that the riverbanks were made of soil,
allowing for easy access into the water. Students could be seen lying in circles on the wide
tidal flats, learning different swimming strokes. Along the embankments, rental boat shops
lined up, offering boats and yachts for both adults and children to enjoy.

However, with the end of World War Il in 1945 came an era of rapid industrialization and the
discharge of wastewater from factories, transforming the once pristine Arakawa Floodway
into a foul-smelling, polluted river. Furthermore, excessive groundwater pumping by
factories caused land subsidence of up to 4 meters in both urban and riverside areas,
necessitating the raising of levees and embankments.

In 1996, the Arakawa Future Vision Plan was implemented, focusing on integrating urban
greenery and biodiversity awareness. Emergency riverbed roads were constructed, and
efforts were made to strengthen embankments and create high-standard levees. As a
result, more people could be seen enjoying activities like marathons, walking, cycling, and
even fireworks festivals were revived. However, the question remains: what about the river
itself? It's clear that there's still much work to be done to revitalize it.



